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FOREWORD 

In Hebrews 11:1, we read that faith “is the assurance of things hoped for and the 

conviction of things not seen.” A few verses later, the writer adds that “without faith 

it is impossible to please God” (Hebrews 11:6). By God’s grace we are saved through 

faith (Ephesians 2:8) and faith alone makes us right with God (Romans 1:17).  

Faith forms the core of the Christian experience.

BUT WHAT IS FAITH?

In the ancient Greek language, the word we translate as “faith” is 

pistis and the word we translate as “believe” is pisteuo. In Greek, 

the two words—the noun and verb—share the same root. Our 

English translations throw us off a bit by using words that look 

nothing like each other (faith and believe). I’ve searched over the 

years for the nearest English equivalent and I think it’s the word 

trust. In English, trust is both a noun (what I have) and a verb 

(what I do), and this captures beautifully the biblical sense of 

faith. We have trust (confidence) in God and we actively trust Him 

with the actions of our past, the needs of our present, and the 

hope of our future. This is biblical faith.

This devotional guide, written by faculty within the Theology and 

Leadership Division at William Jessup University, provides a month 

of reflections that we hope will encourage you forward in faith.

David Timms, Ph.D. 
Dean, Faculty of Theology 

and School of Christian 
Leadership



DEVOTIONAL 1

FAITH AND
LEGACY

Dawn Pickering  |  Adjunct Professor, Christian Leadership

Read Genesis 12:1-3.

He started out as Abram, a man who had an 
encounter with God, but we know him best as 
Abraham. Notice the mention of the words “I 
will” in this passage from Genesis. God spoke 
and made promises to Abram. I will…make 
you into a great nation and make your name 
great, bless you and make you a blessing. God 
is the one who speaks and fulfills the promise. 
However, for the blessings to take place, Abram 
must be obedient and “go.” 

Abram made a choice to trust God at His Word 
and follow His instruction. This is faith, and 

through faith in Christ we are children and heirs 
of Abraham, and the blessings God spoke over 
him are ours as well (Galatians 3:16, Romans 
3:26, 4:16). 

How do we preserve this legacy of faith? Like our 
spiritual ancestor, we listen to, trust in, and obey 
what God says. We know the blessing received 
by all people on earth; it is our Lord Jesus Christ. 
He spoke a similar command to His followers, to 
“go” and make disciples (Matthew 28:19). Like 
Abraham, we do not pass on this inheritance in 
our own power. God speaks and wills; we trust 
and respond. That’s what produces a legacy of 
faith. God speaks, we believe, and we go! 

Where might He send you today?

“I will make you into a great nation,  

and I will bless you;  

I will make your name great, 

and you will be a blessing.” 

GENESIS 12:2
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DEVOTIONAL 2

FAITH AND
LEADERSHIP

Daniel Gluck, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor, Leadership

Read Exodus 3:7-11.

I have always loved the biblical character 
of Moses. Perhaps this stems from the fact 
that, like me, he was a reluctant leader. From 
the time I realized I could lead, I made every 
attempt I could to duck out of the spotlight! 
When God asked Moses to go before Pharaoh 
and petition him to free the Israelites from 
captivity, Moses responded similarly. “Who 
am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the 
Israelites out of Egypt?” (Exodus 3:11). Not me 

Lord; send someone else instead!

A surprising truth emerges from this story. 
In this instance, one might accuse Moses of 

faithlessness. After all, shouldn’t a man or 
woman of faith rise up with great courage and 
say something heroic, like “You can count on 
me! Ready for orders, Lord!”?

Yet, despite the reticence of Moses, God still 
identified him as one of the heroes of faith in 
Hebrews 11. What might this mean for you 
and me? Nobel Laureate, Nelson Mandela, 
famously states that for him, “Courage was not 
the absence of fear, but the triumph over it.” 
Leadership demands that we overcome fear by 
walking in faith.

Where are you called to embrace faith and step 
into leadership today? Remember: Faith provides 
fuel to overcome your fear to lead!

“Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh 

and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?”

EXODUS 3:11
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DEVOTIONAL 3

FAITH AND
PROMISE

Scott Bayer  |  Adjunct Professor, Old Testament

Read Numbers 20:7-12.

It’s easy for us to feel like “minor” disobedience 
is no big deal to God. But, Moses’ decision to 
strike the rock instead of talking to the rock 
to provide water for the Israelites cost him his 
inheritance in the Promised Land. He struck the 
rock before, so it made sense that it would work 
again. Talking to the rock would have required 
faith, but Moses decided to trust what he had 
seen and done before, instead of what God had 
asked of him in that moment. 

It is by faith that we receive God’s promises. 
When we lack faith, when we fail to trust God’s 
Word and leading, we forfeit the blessings God 
has in store for us. What if we considered every 
small prompting of God’s Spirit a moment either 
to be blessed or to miss out on blessings that 
He has in store for us? In faith, we obey, and 
receive the blessing. God is always faithful to 
His promises, and we can trust Him. Learning 
to trust God’s promises turns obedience from a 
chore into something sweet. 

Will we obey immediately when the Lord 
prompts us today? His promises are sure.

“But the LORD said to Moses and Aaron, 

‘Because you did not trust in me enough 

to honor me as holy in the sight of 

the Israelites, you will not bring this 

community into the land I give them.’”

NUMBERS 20:12
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DEVOTIONAL 4

FAITH AND
SCRIPTURE

Scott Bayer  |  Adjunct Professor, Old Testament

Read Joshua 1:7.

Have you ever put together a piece of furniture 
without the original instructions? Talk about 
frustrating! Instructions help you take the steps 
necessary to build something marvelous. 

In a culture with so many self-help resources, 
it’s hard to remember that God’s Word is the 
greatest blueprint for life as He designed it. 
During ancient times, most cultures were 
polytheistic, and they longed for signs and 
omens from their gods to show them how to 

live. People had to guess how to live life well 
and please their gods, but we serve a God who 
has given us an entire book to show us who 
He is and how to be successful. “Success” in 
Joshua 1:7 refers to living life as God intended, 
to achieve what God has in store for us.

When life is hard, remember that God speaks 
to us through the Bible on how best to live our 
lives. We can have faith that the Bible, as God’s 
message to us, contains everything we need 
to live this life well. Indeed, 2 Timothy 3:17 
reminds us the Bible thoroughly equips us for 
“every good work.” We can trust Scripture to 
point us in the right direction so we can have 
success wherever we go! 

“Be strong and very courageous.  

Be careful to obey all the law my servant 

Moses gave you; do not turn from it to 

the right or to the left, that you may 

be successful wherever you go.”

JOSHUA 1:7
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DEVOTIONAL 5

FAITH AND 
LOYALTY

Cynthia Shafer-Elliott, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor, Hebrew Bible

Read Ruth 1:16-18.

The book of Ruth tells a story of considerable 
hardship: political anarchy, famine, migration, 
multiple family deaths, widowhood, barrenness, 
and gleaning in the fields for mere survival—all 
of which take place in one lifetime. However, the 
story of Ruth is also one of hope: hope through 
hesed. Hesed, or covenantal loyalty, is seen in 
the various relationships throughout the story, 
but is most evident in Ruth’s loyalty to her 
mother-in-law, Naomi (Ruth 1:16-17).  

Ruth checks all the boxes of someone 
considered “less fortunate” within the ancient 
world: she is a widow, childless, and a foreigner. 
Yet, she exemplified genuine hesed (covenantal 
loyalty), even in times of extreme hardship. 

As a result of her hesed, Ruth redeemed her 
mother-in-law and entire family. Indeed, 
she played a key role in bringing about the 
redemption of all humanity by establishing the 
family from which came the dynasty of King 
David and ultimately, the King of Kings, Jesus.

God works through Ruth, even as one of 
the least of the community, to bring about 
restoration not just to herself, but to her family, 
and ultimately all of humanity. Circumstances 
may be out of our control, but faithfulness and 
loyalty to God can change generations. 

“Do not press me to leave you or to  

turn back from following you!  

Where you go, I will go; where you 

lodge, I will lodge; your people shall 

be my people, and your God my God.” 

RUTH 1:16

6  » JESSUP.EDU



DEVOTIONAL 6

FAITH AND
CALLING

Cynthia Shafer-Elliott, Ph.D.  |  Associate Professor, Hebrew Bible

Read Esther 4:14.

The story of Esther is that of a young Jewish 
woman who becomes the new queen of the 
Persian king, Xerxes. She unexpectedly finds 
herself in a position of leadership, which is soon 
put to the ultimate test. 

Within the book of Esther we find different 
examples of leadership. King Xerxes abandons 
his leadership by pushing his responsibilities 
onto others. Haman, Xerxes’ right-hand man, 
is a self-serving leader whose bruised ego 

leads to the almost complete annihilation of 
the Jewish people. Mordecai, Esther’s relative, 
is a leader within his community who boldly 
refuses to give into Haman’s persecution. But 
it is Esther whose leadership is shown in stark 
contrast to these men. 

While King Xerxes and Haman feast and plan 
the obliteration of an entire people group, 
Esther fasts and humbly stands with those 
who are persecuted. Esther boldly puts herself 
between the oppressor and the oppressed. Her 
future is uncertain but she is ready to serve and 
put her life on the line to prevent the genocide 
of her people because of her faith and calling.

What calling has God placed on your life, 
perhaps just for today? Will you have the faith 
and courage to step into it?

“If you keep silence at such a time as 

this, relief and deliverance will rise for 

the Jews from another quarter, but you 

and your father’s family will perish. Who 

knows? Perhaps you have come to royal 

dignity for just such a time as this.” 

ESTHER 4:14
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DEVOTIONAL 7

FAITH AND 
HOPE

Mark Moore, Ph.D.  
Assistant Professor, Theology

Read Psalms 27:13-14.

And now these three remain: faith, hope, and 
love. These famous words of the apostle Paul 
(1 Corinthians 13:13) have always stood out to 
me, particularly his inclusion of hope in this 
great triad. Faith and love are easy candidates 
for this select list, but hope seems like a 
misplaced companion. For many people, hope 
denotes wishful thinking; a comforting but false 
story we tell ourselves in the middle of suffering 
or pain. Biblical hope, though, is not an escape 
from present suffering, but rather a quiet 

confidence that the One who is with us is also 
for us. Thus, the Psalmist proclaims: “I remain 
confident of this: I will see the goodness of 
the Lord in the land of the living” (Psalms 27:13).

In his book Bread for the Journey, Father Henri 
Nouwen contrasts this confident hope with simple 
optimism. Optimism claims that circumstances 
will get better one day in the future. Hope, by 
contrast, is “the trust that God will fulfill God’s 
promises to us in a way that leads us to true 
freedom. The optimist speaks about concrete 
changes in the future. The person of hope lives in 
the moment with the knowledge and trust that all 
of life is in good hands.” 

May our faith be inspired by confident hope in 
the goodness of our Lord!

“I remain confident of this: I will 

see the goodness of the LORD 

in the land of the living.” 

PSALMS 27:13
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DEVOTIONAL 8

FAITH AND 
GRIEF

Derek Zahnd, Ph.D.  
Assistant Professor, Christian Leadership

Read Psalms 42:11.

During my first finals-week at college, my 
grandfather died suddenly, plunging me into 
grief. For months, I struggled to come to terms 
with new feelings.

Life inevitably involves loss. We all can lose 
routines and expectations; confidence and time; 
jobs and friends; parents and spouses; health and 
children. These losses can lead to bitterness, but 
faith in Christ can lead us through loss and grief 
into a new, softer strength. Psalms 42:11 reveals 
one response to loss.

Why, my soul, are you downcast? Why so 
disturbed within me? This tells us, such questions 
are not wrong. David Martyn Lloyd-Jones was 
a physician and a preacher who recommended 
telling the truth to one’s soul. 

Put your hope in God, not in yourself or your 
spouse, your promising kids, or your job. Enjoy 
them—they are gifts—but don’t hope in them. 
Put your hope in God.

For I will yet praise Him, my Savior and my God. 
Surprisingly enough, someone did this. All 
alone, as foes taunted Him, and slowly killed 
Him, and our sin separated Him from God, Jesus 
trusted His Father. And Jesus gave us His Spirit, 
so that amid our losses, we might remember 
that loss isn’t the end and grief can actually 
enlarge the soul.

“Why, my soul, are you downcast? 

Why so disturbed within me? Put 

your hope in God, for I will yet praise 

him, my Savior and my God.”

PSALMS 42:11
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DEVOTIONAL 9

FAITH AND
SECURITY

Libby Backfish, Ph.D.  
Assistant Professor, Old Testament

Read Isaiah 28:16. 

In Isaiah 28, the prophet calls out the unfaithful 
leaders of Israel. Even the prophets and priests 
were mocking those who put their trust in the 
Lord for their security. What is God’s message to 
His people and to these leaders? Put your trust 
in the Lord alone as your “sure foundation,” as 
your security, and as your safe place. The power 
and protection of God’s presence is a “tested 
stone.” He has always come through for His 

people, and He always will. They do not need to 
rely on the major political empires of the day, or 
their own corrupt leaders, or even themselves. 
They need to trust in God. 

We live in an ever-changing world with a 
foundation crumbling under the weight of our 
own sin, a foundation whose brokenness seeps 
into every aspect of society, even the Church. In 
such a world, Isaiah redirects us to make God 
our foundation and security. It is no wonder that 
the New Testament writers recognized Jesus 
as the ultimate fulfillment of that cornerstone 
(Ephesians 2:20-21; 1 Peter 2:6), perfectly 
faithful and perfectly secure for any of us who 
are willing to put our trust wholly in Him. 

“So this is what the Sovereign LORD 

says: ‘See, I lay a stone in Zion, a tested 

stone, a precious cornerstone for a sure 

foundation; the one who relies on it 

will never be stricken with panic.’” 

ISAIAH 28:16
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DEVOTIONAL 10

FAITH AND
POWER

Matt Bach  |  Adjunct Professor, Old Testament

Read Matthew 17:20. 

Faith-less or faith-more? We encounter Jesus’ 
powerful activity in many shapes and forms 
within the Gospels. We see His power in 
His teaching, His questions, His touch, and 
especially in His death and resurrection. In 
Matthew 17:14-20 Jesus shows His healing 
power in a case where the disciples were 
incapable of healing a demon possessed boy. 
Their simple question: “Why could we not…?” 
spurs Jesus to provide some rather acute 
comments on faith and power. 

Jesus longs for us to see clearly how God’s 
power aligns with our faith as we lean into the 
divine power we encounter in our relationship 
with the Lord Jesus. Paul revisits this same life 
reorienting faith in his letter to the Galatians. He 
calls us to live a whole new way of life, operating 
in the true mediated power of Jesus Christ. 
This was the powerful faith with which the early 
believers lived. 

Jesus desires us to reapproach how we 
believe in His power, to neither be faithless 
(unbelieving) nor trivial, but recognize that 
the amount of faith is not important. Even the 
smallest faith has reward. What matters is 
the God in whom that faith is placed, who can 
achieve the impossible.

“Jesus replied, ‘Truly I tell you, if you 

have faith as small as a mustard seed, 

you can say to this mountain, ‘Move 

from here to there,’ and it will move. 

Nothing will be impossible for you.’”

MATTHEW 17:20
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DEVOTIONAL 11

FAITH AND
FEAR

Jordan L. Brown  |  Adjunct Professor, New Testament

Read Mark 5:36. 

Mark’s Gospel tells the episodes of the sick 
woman and Jairus’ daughter as one story, 
and one striking similarity between the two 
episodes is the way the woman and Jairus 
displayed their faith. Both believed physical 
touch was necessary for healing, and Jesus 
responded according to their faith. When 
the woman touched Jesus’ cloak, He did not 
rebuke her saying, “Don’t you know there is no 
power in my clothing?” When Jairus requested 
Jesus come to his house, Jesus did not rebuke 
him saying, “Don’t you know I can heal her 
from here?”

Believers are often concerned with the content 
of their prayers, especially when it comes to 
requesting miraculous intervention by God. 
There is a fear that our prayers do not conform to 
proper theology and are therefore inadequate. 
Yet, when we approach Jesus in prayer, we can 
have confidence that He will not respond by 
correcting our theology. Rather, He will respond 
to the faith behind our petitions and work out 
the details on His own. Therefore, we should 
pray boldly and trust God to work miraculously 
in our world. 

Why should we miss out on God working in our 
lives for fear of saying the wrong thing? As Jesus 
tells Jairus, “Do not be afraid; just believe.”

“Overhearing what they said, Jesus told 

him, ‘Don’t be afraid; just believe.’”

MARK 5:36
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DEVOTIONAL 12

FAITH AND
PRAYER
Mark Moore, Ph.D.  |  Assistant Professor, Theology

Read Mark 11:24. 

Jesus delivered this admonition to His disciples 
in the final week of His time on Earth. Jesus had 
entered Jerusalem hailed as King and promptly 
cleared the Temple, establishing His authority in 
this new kingdom that He had been preaching 
about. But just before entering the city and 
cleansing the Temple, a hungry Jesus cursed a 
fig tree for bearing no fruit. It was a symbolic 
gesture referencing Israel’s own lack of spiritual 
fruit. Now, upon seeing the withered fig tree 
as they returned from the Temple, the disciples 
seemed more amazed by the sudden change 
in the tree than the powerful clearing of the 

Temple. Jesus took this moment to teach them 
a valuable lesson on prayer. When we pray, we 
should pray with confidence.

Far from being an invitation to treat God like a 
cosmic genie, Jesus was inviting them, and us, 
to approach God boldly in prayer. Often, our 
unwillingness to present our requests to God, 
either for ourselves or others, exposes a lack of 
confidence that God either listens or is moved 
by our prayers. Jesus reminds us here that God 
does, in fact, hear our prayers and He responds 
to our requests. 

Deep faith expresses itself in confident prayer. 
Poor confidence in prayer perhaps reflects our 
trust in God.

“Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask 

for in prayer, believe that you have 

received it, and it will be yours.”

MARK 11:24
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DEVOTIONAL 13

FAITH AND
SURRENDER

Matthew Godshall, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor, New Testament and Theology

Read Luke 1:30, 38.

Mary is a model of faith. Her “yes” to God reveals 
the kind of faith that ought to characterize each 
of us: she believed the angel’s message, she 
trusted God’s Word, and she surrendered herself 
to God’s wonderful-yet-shocking plan. Her 
response follows in the footsteps of various Old 
Testament saints who likewise believed, trusted, 
and surrendered themselves to God, such as 
Abraham, Moses, Deborah, and Hannah.

And yet, Mary’s “yes” is also the turning point 
in God’s story. Mary’s faith begins the reversal 
of the brokenness that had invaded God’s good 

world through the faithlessness of Eve and 
Adam. Through the serpent’s temptation, Eve 
questioned the truth of God’s Word, doubted 
God’s trustworthiness, and acted contrary to 
God’s good ways. But when Mary believed, 
trusted, and surrendered herself to God, she 
ushered in the climax of the story: for her Son 
would heal and restore God’s broken people 
and world. 

By following in the footsteps of His own 
mother, Jesus resisted Satan’s temptations and 
surrendered to His Father’s will. In fact, Mary’s 
response is echoed in Jesus’ own words in the 
Garden of Gethsemane: “Not my will, but yours 
be done.” May we too follow in the footsteps of 
Mary. Let us make her response our daily prayer, 
and grow in the kind of faith that believes, trusts, 
and, surrenders to God.

“I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. 

“May your word to me be fulfilled.”

LUKE 1:38
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DEVOTIONAL 14

FAITH AND
BELONGING

Matt Bach  |  Adjunct Professor, Old Testament 

Read John 1:12.

I have found refreshment in the simple line of 
a song that exclaims: “I am no longer a slave 
to fear…I am a child of God.” It reminds me 
of the Exodus liberation, my deliverance from 
sin, and my belonging to something full and 
wonderful. John conveys this in his gospel: 
“But to all who did receive him, who believed 
in his name, he gave the right to become 
children of God, who were born…of God” 
(John 1:12). We belong to our God, but we are 
not alone! We are children of God together, as 
we receive and believe in Him.

This creates joyful people, for what makes 
people most happy are real and deep 
relationships: this belonging. Our faith is 
intended to unite us in a close-knit union, 
which may be a primary element of being 
made “in the image of God” (Genesis 1:27). 
Theologian Karl Barth beautifully described 
in part one of his book Church Dogmatics 

the Doctrine of Creation III how, "Human 
beings alone of all creatures can enter into a 
partnership with God…As man and woman, 
human life is not solitary, even as God is not.” 
We exist as relational creatures and our hearts 
ought to leap at this reality of belonging to God, 
together. We are reborn relationally and return 
to the belonging for which we were made. 

How might you better connect (belong) with 
others today?

“Yet to all who did receive him, to those 

who believed in his name, he gave the 

right to become children of God.”

JOHN 1:12
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DEVOTIONAL 15

FAITH AND
ETERNITY

Damian Horne  |  Adjunct Professor, New Testament

Read John 3:15-16; 6:40.

The backstory to this well-known Scripture rarely 
gets added to the poster boards and gift store 
trinkets. This popular passage about belief and 
eternal life is preceded by John 3:14, in which 
Jesus says, “Just as Moses lifted up the serpent 
in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be 
lifted up…” 

Jesus was alluding to Numbers 21 where we find 
the story of the Hebrew people in the wilderness 
being told by the LORD to look upon a bronze 
snake placed on a pole by Moses after they had 

been bitten by poisonous vipers in order to live 
and not die. What an odd instruction, but God 
asked of the ancient Israelites the same thing 
that He asks of us today: to believe. 

We too need a cure. We have all been struck 
by the “serpent” and are in desperate need of 
healing, hope, and life. Jesus declared that this 
comes as we put our faith in God. “Whoever 
believes (trusts) in Him may have eternal life.” 
As we look to Christ and trust His work for us and 
His work in us, we discover that death gives way 
to life. May that be our daily experience.

“Everyone who believes may have 

eternal life in him. For God so loved the 

world that he gave his one and only 

Son, that whoever believes in him 

shall not perish but have eternal life.”

JOHN 3:15-16
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DEVOTIONAL 16

FAITH AND
PEACE
Brad Swope  |  Adjunct Professor, Theology

Read John 14:1.

The word “faith” has a lot of cultural baggage 
these days. To “have faith” is often equated 
with believing something without evidence or 
despite the evidence, as in “you’ve just got to 
have faith.” The true meaning of the Greek word 
used here is closer to “place your confidence in.” 
When you and I have confidence in something, 
it is often for good and valid reasons.

Previous to this verse, Jesus had spoken hard 
truths to His disciples: that He was going to be 
betrayed, and that He was going where they 
could not follow. These words “troubled” His 
disciples. Jesus saw this and said, “Do not let 
your heart be troubled.”

Sometimes we think we have no choice when it 
comes to feeling an emotion. Here Jesus shows 
us that while feelings are real, they are often not 
reliable guides for how to live life. Sometimes 
we have to challenge our feelings. Jesus wanted 
His disciples to choose to place their confidence 
in Him based on what they knew about Him. As 
they remembered the reasons they had to trust 
Him, it would dispel “feelings” of anxiety.

If you are experiencing fear or anxiety in your 
life, do what Jesus challenged His disciples 
to do. Recount why you have placed your 
confidence in Jesus, and let those reasons dispel 
the trouble you feel.

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You 

believe in God; believe also in me.”

JOHN 14:1
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DEVOTIONAL 17

FAITH AND
FAILURE
Daniel Gluck, Ph.D.  |  Associate Professor, Leadership

Read John 21:15. 

The apostle Peter is often deemed the most 
“raw” and passionate of Jesus’ disciples. One 
cannot help but chuckle at his melodramatic 
reactions, foibles and mishaps. He steps out 
to walk on water, then loses focus and starts 
sinking! He swears he’ll never deny Christ, then 
turns and disowns Him.

If I were Jesus (thank God I’m not), Peter is the 
last guy I’d want on my public relations team. 
But Jesus recognized something I often fail 
to see: He saw beautiful clarity within Peter’s 
crusty shell. Despite his failure, Jesus chose 
to give “the keys of the kingdom of heaven” to 
Peter (Matthew 16:19).

This suggests to me that faith and failure go 
hand in hand. As Robert Kennedy once said, 
“Only those who dare to fail greatly can ever 
achieve greatly.”

Like Peter, my failure often shows up in the 
form of doubt. And like the father in Mark 9 
who asked Jesus to help his son, I find myself 
praying “Lord I believe (faith), help my unbelief 
(doubt).”

After Jesus resurrected, He spoke these last 
words to Peter (John 21:16-18). “Peter, do you 
love me?” He asked a second time. And a third. 
In beautiful contrast to Peter’s three denials, 
he invited Peter back to community: to walk 
forward and lead His church. “Feed my sheep.”

What small step of faith might you take today, 
regardless of past failures?

“Simon, son of John, do you love me 

more than these? Tend my lambs.”

JOHN 21:15
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DEVOTIONAL 18

FAITH AND
FREEDOM

Brandon Kertson  |  Adjunct Professor, New Testament

Read Acts 13:39. 

For the longest time, I was an angry person. I 
was trapped in a vicious cycle of anger. I was 
angry at others for provoking my anger, at 
myself for getting angry, and at God for making 
me this way. My dad was angry. His dad was 
angry. I was angry. How could I ever be freed 
from this anger? I was hopeless and feeling 
dead in my sin. I was trying and praying so 
hard but none of it was working. Why? Because 
I was still bound by sin. I was bound to a 
misunderstanding of the nature of God and His 
creative and saving work. 

In Acts 13, Paul tells us that through Jesus 
everyone who believes is set free from sin. Sin 
keeps us bound and leads to death and decay. 
Jesus has made us new creations that can have 
all the fullness of life; no longer bound. One day 
while I prayed the same usual prayer for change, 
God spoke to me: “I did not make you angry, I 
made you good.” Faith frees us from death and 
decay, and faith frees us from our old self. Faith 
frees us to live as new creations and as God 
intends. How might you lean into this freedom 
more today? 

“Through him everyone who 

believes is set free from every sin, 

a justification you were not able to 

obtain under the law of Moses.” 

ACTS 13:39
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DEVOTIONAL 19

FAITH AND
SALVATION

Damian Horne  |  Adjunct Professor, New Testament

Read Acts 16:31. 

“What must I do to be saved?” This age old 
question has prompted many different answers 
depending on what one is looking to be “saved” 
from. Many people like to draw the assumption 
that a discussion about salvation surely must be 
talking about heaven and hell.

When we turn to Acts 16, we read that the 
distraught Philippian jailer asked this same 
question of Paul and Silas. It seems rather 
unlikely that the afterlife was what this Roman 
guard had on his mind. It was only moments 
earlier that he was about ready to fall on his 
sword out of shame for failing to perform his 

vocational duty to guard the prisoners under his 
watch. He thought they had escaped. 

The jailer’s question was probably not about 
eternal destiny. It more likely related to life 
here and now. Salvation is not just after death 
but a state of living. “What must I do to be 
saved?” is also about living in full and true 
freedom right now. 

Have you needed salvation? From bondage? 
From guilt or shame? From fear? Paul’s answer 
holds as true today as ever: “Believe (trust) in 
the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved.” How 
might you do this a little more today?

“Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will 

be saved–you and your household.”

ACTS 16:31

20  » JESSUP.EDU



DEVOTIONAL 20

FAITH AND
RIGHTEOUSNESS

Matthew Godshall, Ph.D.  |  Associate Professor, New Testament and Theology

Read Romans 4:3.

Throughout Romans, faith is described as a 
holistic response to God’s character as one who 
can and will fulfill His promises—a response 
that involves our head (belief), heart (trust), 
and body (faithfulness). In chapter four, Paul 
emphasizes trust as the appropriate response 
to God’s promises and uses Abraham as an 
example: Abraham was “fully convinced that 
God was able to do what he had promised” 
(Romans 4:21).

A promise is powerful. It is able to bring about 
in the recipient a response consistent with 
its future fulfillment. This response we call 
trust. For example, if I promise my daughter 

ice cream when she eats her dinner, then she 
trusts my promise by eating in anticipation of 
my future action. 

Abraham-like trust means acknowledging that 
God can and will make good on His promise, and 
living in the present in anticipation of this future 
action. God’s promise sparked Abraham’s trust 
by producing a way of living consistent with 
its future fulfillment, a way of living that was 
viewed by God as “righteous.” 

Paul invites us to “walk in the footsteps of the 
faith of Abraham” (Romans 4:12). What promise 
can you trust God for today? And will you, like 
Abraham, live today in anticipation of that 
promise? As you do this (even imperfectly), you 
will experience the power of God’s promise to 
form you into a “righteous” person.

“Abraham trusted God, and it was 

credited to him as righteousness.”

ROMANS 4:3, QUOTING GENESIS 15:6
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DEVOTIONAL 21

FAITH AND
SUFFERING

Derek Zahnd, Ph.D.  |  Assistant Professor, Christian Leadership

Read Romans 5:3-5. 

We first met in graduate school. Twenty years 
later, he had earned a doctoral degree and 
pastored one of the few churches clinging to 
life in a tumultuous part of the Middle-East. He 
taught and modeled the grace of Jesus Christ 
amid grinding poverty, stifling oppression, and 
personal death threats.

One beautiful Sunday, before a suburban 
California congregation, I interviewed him, 
asking, “With all you have learned, what helped 
you grow the most?” “Oh, that’s easy,” he said. 
“Suffering.” It wasn’t the answer I wanted, but it 
was the answer I needed.

The apostle Paul wrote: “We also glory in our 
sufferings, because we know that suffering 
produces perseverance; perseverance, 
character; and character, hope” (Romans 5:3-4).

I often glory—or boast, as Paul’s term can also 
mean—in my children, in being able to run a few 
miles, or in my football team actually winning 
a game. But boast in my suffering? Paul would 
have known what my friend had also learned, 
that perhaps like nothing else, suffering can 
develop in us the ability to persevere, a type of 
strength that comes only through testing and a 
deep, life-giving hope.  

Because of Christ, we get a new perspective. The 
gift that no one wants can provide the fruit we 
all need.

“We also glory in our sufferings, 

because we know that suffering 

produces perseverance; perseverance, 

character; and character, hope.”

ROMANS 5:3-4
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DEVOTIONAL 22

FAITH AND
OPTIMISM

Jim Crain, M.Div. 
Associate Professor, New Testament

Read 2 Corinthians 4:1. 

In 1913 Eleanor Porter wrote the now classic 
children’s novel about an indomitably optimistic 
young girl, Pollyanna. Her attitude has since 
become synonymous with a persistent bias 
toward the positive, called the “Pollyanna 
Principle.” Some are inclined to view this default 
disposition as unrealistic, concluding that such 
people are not in touch with reality.

No one would argue that being in touch with 
reality is a good thing, but are we negative 
or positive about the reality we claim to be 

in touch with? It all starts with the realization 
that there are two basic ways of looking at 
life and living it; we are either optimistic or 
pessimistic. Pessimists are gloomy about the 
present and nervous about the future. Optimists 
are enthusiastic about the here and now while 
remaining confident about what’s next. They 
are convinced that there’s every reason to be 
hopeful. The glass isn’t half empty. 

It goes without saying, Christ followers are 
people of faith. We are certain that God can 
do anything: the unexpected, the incredible, 
and the miraculous! That is reason enough 
to be optimistic. Enthusiastically, we say with 
the apostle Paul, “We do not lose heart” (2 
Corinthians 4:1). 

“Therefore, since through God’s 

mercy we have this ministry, 

we do not lose heart.”

2 CORINTHIANS 4:1
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DEVOTIONAL 23

FAITH AND
CONTENTMENT

Fritz Moga, M.A. 
Associate Professor, Youth Ministry

Read 1 Timothy 6:6. 

Contentment. Oh, how I love this concept, yet 
the actual practice of being content sometimes 
eludes me. So many things in our world tug 
at our ability to be content; buy this, eat that, 
look thinner, have bigger muscles, make 
more money, and the list goes on. Of course, 
our social media sites do nothing to help! I’m 
convinced after a quick spin through Facebook 
that everyone I know is happier than me, 
wealthier, and is either in Disneyland, Hawaii, 
or traveling somewhere in Europe. 

The apostle Paul had many reasons to be 
discontent. In choosing to follow Christ he 

gave up his former life and walked into a 
future of hardship that included floggings, 
shipwrecks, prison sentences, and great hunger 
(2 Corinthians 11:23-27). Yet somehow he found 
contentment. In 1 Timothy 6:6 he declares, 
“Godliness with contentment is great gain.” He 
is referring in this passage to things like our 
finances, food and clothing. The key is the order: 
godliness (first) produces contentment (second).

How content are you? The better question is 
how much are you in love with Jesus? Does your 
faith—your trust in Christ—affect your daily life? 
The challenge is to “lean into” your faith and 
pursue Jesus with all your heart. When we do 
this, over the minutes, days and years, we will 
find great contentment in our lives!

“But godliness with 

contentment is great gain.”

1 TIMOTHY 6:6
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DEVOTIONAL 24

FAITH AND
REST

Libby Backfish, Ph.D.  |  Assistant Professor, Old Testament

Read Hebrews 4:3. 

Rest is an important theme throughout the 
Bible. Starting in the Garden of Eden, where 
God “rested” Adam and then rested Himself, it 
describes the peace and flourishing that God’s 
people experience when they are in God’s 
presence. In Hebrews 4:3, the author quotes 
Psalm 95:11, which describes the time when the 
Israelites were on their way from Egypt to the 
Promised Land. However, they failed to enjoy 
God’s rest in the Promised Land because they 
failed to trust God when things got tough. 

The readers of the epistle to the Hebrews were 
in a similar situation. They were tempted to give 
up on their hope in Jesus because the promises 

of God seemed to contradict what they were 
currently experiencing. Where was Jesus now, 
in their suffering and in their waiting?  

The good news of this passage for early 
Christians is also good news two thousand years 
later. That “rest”—that peace with God—is still 
available to anyone who will put their trust in 
Him. It isn’t always easy, especially when our 
worlds are turned upside down by injustice, 
loss, and unanswered questions. But we do not 
believe with the strength of our own faith, but 
with the strength of Jesus’ faithfulness, who has 
already secured our entrance into that glorious 
“rest” if we will only receive it.

“Now we who have believed 

enter [God’s] rest...”

HEBREWS 4:3
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DEVOTIONAL 25

FAITH AND
ENDURANCE

Brad Swope  |  Adjunct Professor, Theology

Read James 1:2-3.

Surely this is one of the more confusing verses 
in the New Testament. How can one feel joy 
when faced with a trial? The confusion comes 
with how we conflate joy with happiness. There 
is no way to feel happy when hard things occur. 
Happiness arises spontaneously in reaction to a 
circumstance. You can go from sad to happy or 
vice versa very quickly. But joy is less fickle. One 
can feel joy, even in hard circumstances, when a 
greater good is in view. And this kind of joy has 
staying power, because it comes from seeing 

the whole picture and is not dependent on any 
one moment or circumstance.

James is trying to help his readers see the 
greater good even in the trials they may be 
facing. The greater good is simply the conviction 
that God can use the trials we face to make 
us more complete. Just as a master painter 
working to complete his masterpiece has the 
“end” in mind, God is completing us through the 
trials we endure. As we persevere through them, 
with God’s help, we grow in maturity. By seeing 
this, we can feel joy in any circumstance.

What are you learning about yourself and about 
God through today’s “trials of many kinds?”

“Consider it pure joy, my brothers and 

sisters, whenever you face trials of many 

kinds, because you know that the testing 

of your faith produces perseverance.”

JAMES 1:2-3
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DEVOTIONAL 26

FAITH AND
HUMILITY

Fritz Moga, M.A.  |  Associate Professor, Youth Ministry

Read James 4:7-10. 

I don’t really like to submit to people. I’m 
more of a "take charge" kind of guy. But when 
it comes to living as a believer in Jesus, this 
attitude is counter-productive to being a person 
of faith. The apostle James challenges our self-
sufficiency when he asks—no, commands—us to 
“submit yourselves, then, to God” (James 4:7). 
To submit is to surrender. Will it be our way or 
God’s way in our lives? 

To do this, first we must resist the devil. Resist 
is a military term meaning to stand against, 
as in combat. When we do battle with Satan, 
he will flee. Second, we draw near to God 
(James 4:8). We can do this by repentance, 

both of our actions (hands) and attitudes (heart). 
The promise is that God will be there for us. The 
final piece in submitting to God is to “Humble 
yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift 
you up” (James 4:10). In humility we need to 
recognize our desperate need for God’s help, 
accept the forgiveness He offers and submit to 
His will for our lives.  

I’ve learned submitting is difficult but 
necessary, especially when it comes to faith. 
Until I humble myself and allow God to lead I 
will be missing out on His plan for my life. 

How might you humbly submit to God today and 
let Him lift you up?

“Humble yourselves before the 

Lord, and he will lift you up.”

JAMES 4:10
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DEVOTIONAL 27

FAITH AND
OVERCOMING

Jordan L. Brown  |  Adjunct Professor, New Testament

Read 1 John 5:1-5. 

This short passage describes people who are 
born of God and the apostle John goes on to 
say that “whatever is born of God overcomes the 
world; and this is the victory that has overcome 
the world; our faith” (1 John 5:4). The focus is on 
faith. Faith helps us overcome the world.

When the world acts in opposition to God, 
believers sometimes get lost in the cacophony 
of voices crying out for our attention. We are 
told that money talks, that we should display our 
status through our accessories, and that if we 
know the right people, we will succeed. Power, 

fame, and success are everything in the way of 
the world. But those born of God are not meant 
to be burdened with the yoke of the world. In 
fact, we have already overcome the world by our 
faith that Jesus is King, and we know what God 
commands us to do is not burdensome: love 
others and love God.

Today, if you feel overwhelmed by the pressures 
of the world around you, stop. Take a breath. 
Place your trust again in Jesus. Our faith 
overcomes when we feel overwhelmed. And 
look for a simple action you can take to love 
others and love God.

“This is how we know that we love 

the children of God: by loving God 

and carrying out his commands.”

1 JOHN 5:2
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FROM THE PRESIDENT 

STRENGTHENING OUR 
FOUNDATIONS IN THE PSALMS

“I just want things to go back to normal…” Any adversity 
we face can create pain, sorrow, and longing for the days 
pre-crisis. But I think returning to normal is actually not the goal.

In times of extreme adversity, God is doing a new thing, and 
part of that is to reveal the truth about our lives. Revelation leads 
to reset and then a season of reentry that leads to revival and 
reformation. 

One of the areas the Lord has been revealing to me is the 
importance of strengthening our foundations. For me, that is 
found in the Psalms. Psalms 23, 91, and 103 have been the 
source of great comfort over the years. I have found them to 
be such great friends when my heart and spirit are troubled. In 
fact, when my “normal” is disrupted, I find myself strengthened 
with the life-giving heartbeat of those Holy Spirit inspired words.

So, I have stopped praying for “things to go back to normal.” 
I want my new normal to be full of the presence of God in 
unprecedented ways. I want my new normal to be full of 
expectation of God working in me and in Jessup in ways beyond 
anything I could have imagined before. I want His Word and His 
Spirit to be richly directing me every step of the way. I pray that 
your normal is never the same as well!

John Jackson, Ph.D. 
University President 
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