
Emergency Alternative Grading Option 

Spring 2020 Semester 

 

Jessup is committed to providing remote education that maintains the highest quality instruction 

possible and we trust students to continue to fully engage in their courses. However, In direct response 

to the unprecedented situation of COVID-19, the decision has been made to allow a temporary Pass/No 

Credit (P/NC) grading option for students. Advisors are ready to assist students in determining what is in 

their best interest in the short- and long-term regarding their grading decision.  

 

The following information outlines the temporary grading policy regarding a Pass/No Credit option for 

Spring 2020.  Students may also consult the Frequently Asked Questions section to make their decision. 

 

1.  This policy provides an option for students to petition to convert one or more of their course grades 

for the spring 2020 semester to Pass/No Credit (P/NC), after faculty have submitted final grades at the 

end of the semester. 

 

2.  Students will have until May 20, 2020, to petition to convert their course(s) to P/NC grading. 

 

3.  Any course in which an undergraduate student has earned a C- or above (B- or above for graduate 

students) is eligible to be converted to “P” based on student petition (with the exception of courses 

outlined in item 6).  A “P” grade indicates a passing grade. The credit is earned, but has no effect on the 

student’s GPA. 

 

4.  Students who have maintained active course engagement but indicate extenuating circumstances 

due to COVID-19 and have earned a D or F, may petition to convert their grade to No Credit “NC”.  An 

“NC” indicates that credit is not earned, and has no impact on the student’s GPA.  Faculty have the right 

to revoke an NC grade if a student has not maintained active course engagement. 

 

5.  Students will not be able to revoke the Pass/No Credit option once selected, so this decision should 

be made carefully. Please review the FAQ section before petitioning. 

 

6.  The policy to request an Incomplete grade is not changed; however, grades of Incomplete for Spring 

2020 will not be eligible for conversion to Pass/No Credit. 

 

7.   A note will be added to the student’s transcript that says, “Due to the COVID-19 pandemic during the 

spring 2020 semester, the university permitted some courses to be graded as (P/NC) instead of issuing 

traditional letter grades.” 

 

8.   Certain programs or program-specific course requirements may not be eligible due to external 

accreditation or degree requirements.  More specific information will be published as details of the 

petition process are made available. 

 

9.  Details of the petition process will be emailed to students on or before April 24, 2020, and made 

available on the coronavirus website.  
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FAQs 

 

1. Why would I want to choose this option? 

If you believe your grades have been affected by the COVID-19 situation, e.g., poor internet 

accessibility, unusual family or work obligations, you might want to preserve your GPA by 

selecting a P/NC grade.  

 

2. Does a grade of NC affect my GPA?  

No. 

 

3. How does an NC affect my graduation plan? 

NC means "no credit" and does not apply any units toward graduation. A student would have to 

repeat any course toward graduation if they received an NC. If the course is an elective, a 

student could take an alternate class. 

 

4. Does a P grade affect my GPA? 

No, it does not contribute to your GPA as might a grade of A, B, or C. 

 

5. Why would I choose a grade of D instead of the P/NC option? 

With the P/NC option, a D grade will result in NC for the term. You may choose to keep a D 

grade because you need the unit credit for the term for a number of reasons: 1) number of units 

may be important for athletic eligibility or VA benefits, for example;  2) you may not want to 

repeat the course but apply the units toward degree completion; 3) a course required for 

graduation may not be offered again before the student’s intended graduation date. 

 

6. How is my athletic eligibility or veterans benefit affected if I choose this option? 

A P grade will not adjust your athletic eligibility or VA benefit. A grade of NC will have the same 

impact as failing a course, without the negative GPA implications. 

 

7. Can I choose this option for one class or for all my classes? 

You may choose this option for any or all of your classes that are eligible for this grading option. 

 

8. What if I need a C- or better as a prerequisite for another course? 

In this instance, a P will meet the requirement for advancement. Students who would receive a 

D may choose the NC option. Please see catalog for prerequisites. 

 

9. Will a P/NC grade affect my probationary status? 

Students may improve their GPA with letter grades. Because NC grades do not improve a GPA, 

the result may be that probationary status is not lifted. 

 

10. Will a P/NC grade affect my ability to be on the Dean's List or Honor Roll? 

Students who request the P/NC option will not be eligible for the Dean's List or Honor Roll. 
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